The UCC has been wonderfully responsive to the flooding in Nashville 
and surrounding areas. Connie & Bob Waidmann, Florence Coppola, the Ala-Tn 
Association, and the SEC have all been extremely supportive, helpful, 
and comforting during this time of need. 

To date, we have received $2,000 for food & water relief from One Great Hour of Sharing, over $1,200 
from the Ala-Tn Association for continuing recovery efforts, 100 clean-up kits and over 500 hygiene kits, 
and we raised over $2,500 via a local yard sale effort this past weekend. Additionally, we have received 
and distributed gloves, boots, cleaning, and hygiene supplies provided by our Ala-Tn family churches and 
from the Iowa flood recovery group. (Ironically, Holy Trinity had a disaster recovery team in Iowa 
helping after the floods there the weekend of the Nashville floods. The Iowa team generously sent the 
Nashville team home with lots and lots of boots & gloves!) 

Holy Trinity volunteer work crews have helped about a dozen of its own families dig out and clean up 
from the floods. Clean-up and long-term rebuilding continues for many of those families. Following is 
an email I received from an individual in our congregation who was helped: 

Now that my life has slowed down since May 2T d , I want to thank you for the Kroger gift card, the 
comforting CD music, and letting my church family know I needed help with moving all of belongings 
to a new residence. I had never met some of the volunteers before May 8, but that did not matter to 
them or to me in this situation. They arrived at my house May 8, Saturday morning with a U-haul 
truck, a lot of energy, and a smile that said we are here for you and we will get this job done! They 
must have been sent from God by way of your email or phone call. They drove, loaded and unloaded 
the truck with my stuff to a storage garage and to my new apartment. They refused any money I offered 
for the truck and they tolerated my attitude that was seriously affected by stress. God blessed me with 
eight helpers from Holy Trinity. 

With clothes, racks supplied by Marshall's, volunteers provided by Dell Computers, and an abundance of 
clothing supplied by church members and attendees, Holy Trinity opened a clothes closet to the 
community daily for two weeks. Interestingly, prior to the floods, we designated May 2010 as "Family 
Month" at Holy Trinity and rather than have children's church, the children were and are actively a part 
of services each week in May. We have very limited space and would not have been able to have the 
clothes closet and children's church at the same time. . . It is amazing how God takes care of the smallest 
details! While the large clothes closet is officially shutting down today, we are continuing a small clothes 
closet and food pantry that are part of Holy Trinity's existing & ongoing ministries. 

The May 22 "Yard Sale" mentioned above, was an opportunity to give away many, many items to flood 
victims. We gave away furniture, household items, kitchen items, clothes, food, cleaning & hygiene 
supplies, toys, equipment, and so much more. . . In addition, "yard sale" shoppers who were not flood 
victims gave donations for future recovery efforts, totaling over $2,500. 

About 50 of the clean-up kits and 250 of the hygiene kits are now at Howard Congregational and are 
being distributed to communities that have been identified as underserved thus far. All other kits have 
been distributed as needed. 

The four UCC churches in Nashville continue to assess needs within their congregations and 
communities, and will meet together with the National UCC Disaster group June 16-18 to begin long- 
term recovery ministries. We look forward to working with our UCC family from across the SEC and the 
nation as we continue recovery efforts. Nashville is a vibrant and loving community with a bright and 
hopeful future. God is still speaking ya'll! 



